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nin bonum. Perhaps the friends, enemies, colleagues, and students 
of Dr. Bemays will find the book of interest, but to the general 
medical public it cannot make a lasting appeal unless it does so 
as the literary product of a mourning sister still crying as she 
does in her pages, “Never was there another such a brother.” 

E. H. G. 


The Pathology of the Living, and Other Essays. By B. G. A. 
Moynihan, M.S. (London), I'.R.CtS., Honorary Surgeon to 
Leeds General Infirmary; Professor of Clinical Surgery at the 
University of Leeds, England. Pp. 200. Philadelphia and 
London: W. B. Saunders Company. 

Tnis little volume consists of nine now familiar essays by 
one of the most noted abdominal surgeons of the world, and 
should prove a welcome addition to many a medical library. 
The essays were for the most part originally delivered as ad¬ 
dresses before various medical societies, and although dealing 
with surgical subjects, are of no less interest to the general practi¬ 
tioner than to the surgeon. On the contrary, it is to the general 
practitioner that they should be recommended particularly, for it 
is safe to say that if the lessons taught in the essay on Pathology 
of the Living were firmly fixed in the minds of more general prac¬ 
titioners, more gastric carcinomas would come to the operating 
table at a period when they are operable, and fewer cases of gastric 
ulcer w'ould be treated for months as chronic indigestion. 

The essays which comprise this book are so well known to the 
profession at large that they require no detailed comment. It is 
interesting to note, however, that many of the statements made 
for the first time by Moynihan in these addresses, all of which 
were delivered prior to the latter part of 1908, have been amply 
confirmed by the subsequent investigations not only of Moynihan, 
but also of a large group of abdominal surgeons in both Europe 
and America. G. M. P. 


Surgical Operations with Local Anesthesia. By Arthur 
E. IIertzler, M.D., Surgeon to the Halstead Hospital and 
to the Swedish Hospital, Kansas City. Pp. 205; 104 illustrations. 
New York: Surgery Publishing Co., 1912. 

This work lias been undertaken to supply a demand for a sys¬ 
tematic, concise description of the uses and possibilities of local 
anesthesia. The author has made it a one-man book injthat he 
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gives merely liis own technique and ideas. He describes only 
those operations which he thinks are applicable to local anesthesia. 

In discussing the advantages of local over general anesthesia 
lie fails to appreciate the advantages of nitrous oxide and oxygen 
as a general anesthetic. 

The technique is described in minute detail, even including 
sterilization of skin and the demeanor of the operator. Of the 
various drugs employed the quinine urea solution is rightly regarded 
the safest. Cocaine is advised for the operations demanding only 
small amounts of the anesthetic. Novocaine and eucaine arc 
much favored because of their non-toxicity. 

The remaining thirteen of the seventeen chapters are concerned 
with the description of various operations. Each operation is 
described fully and individually. The anatomy, neural especially, 
is outlined, the drugs, amounts used, and technique described 
step by step in detail. Thus the operator can read up liis entire 
procedure in the one work. 

The style and diction of the work are good and make pleasant 
reading. However, the book has been poorly edited, as typo¬ 
graphical errors ere noticeable, such as misspelled words and the 
transposition of parts of sentences. 

The illustrations fall short of accuracy in one or two particulars, 
and consequently would tend to confuse rather than aid the 
reader. 

However, the work is an instructive one in many respects, and 
one that every surgeon should have at his command. 


Ox tiie Physiology of the Semicircular Canals and Their 
Relation to Sf.a Sickness. By Joseph Byrne, A.M., M.D., 
LL.B. Pp. 509. New York: J. I. Dougherty, 1912. 

As stated in the preface to this volume, its author undertook 
to write an article on the etiology of seasickness some years ago, 
but “not satisfied with a mere expression of his view without 
appeal to experimental fact, and believing that the semicircular 
canals were in some way involved in the causation of the malady, 
lie undertook a series of experiments, using rotations, aural irriga¬ 
tions, stimulation of the retina by strong light, galvanism applied 
to the mastoid areas, etc., to determine whether by such means 
phenomena resembling those of seasickness could be experimentally 
reproduced.” 

The text of this elaborate work is divided into three sections: 
(1) General anatomical and physiological considerations; (II) 
physiology of the semicircular canals; (III) seasickness. Pp. 339 
to 525. 



